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RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

RE: 2020 and 2021 Amendments to the Occupational Health and Safety 
Regulation 

WHEREAS: 

Pursuant to section 110(1) of the Workers Compensation Act, R.S.B.C. 2019, c. 
1 (Act), WorkSafeBC may make regulations it considers necessary or advisable 
in relation to occupational health and safety and occupational environment; 

AND WHEREAS: 

WorkSafeBC, pursuant to its mandate under the Act, has proposed amendments 
to the following Parts of the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation, B.C. 
Reg. 296/97 (OHSR), and has given notice of the proposed amendments, 
conducted consultations and held public hearings on the following proposed 
amendments in accordance with section 113(1) of the Act: 

• Part 21, Blasting, with consequential amendments to Parts 12, 22 and 23,
and

• Part 26, Arborists, with consequential amendments to Part 34;

AND WHEREAS: 

Pursuant to section 115 of the Act, a review of the above Parts was undertaken 
by WorkSafeBC as part of the process of ongoing review of and consultation on 
its regulations to ensure they are consistent with current workplace practices, 
technological advances and other changes affecting occupational health and 
safety and occupational environment; 

AND WHEREAS: 

WorkSafeBC, after due consideration of all presentations, considers it necessary 
and advisable in relation to occupational health and safety and occupational 
environment to amend Parts 12, 21, 22, 23, 26, and 34 of the OHSR; 
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AND WHEREAS: 

Pursuant to section 114 of the Act, WorkSafeBC must specify the date on which 
its regulations come into force, which date must be at least 90 days after their 
deposit under the Regulations Act; 

AND WHEREAS: 

Pursuant to the Provincial Government’s Regulatory Reform Policy, WorkSafeBC 
has evaluated the proposed regulatory amendments according to the established 
regulatory criteria; 

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS RESOLVES THAT: 

Effective December 1, 2021, the OHSR is amended as set out in Appendices A 
to B attached to this resolution. 

I, Jeff Parr, hereby certify for and on behalf of the Board of Directors of WorkSafeBC 
that the above resolutions were duly passed at a meeting of the Board of Directors 
hosted in British Columbia on May 26, 2021. 

JEFF PARR 
Chair, Board of Directors 
Workers’ Compensation Board 

Original signed by Jeff Parr



APPENDIX A 

1 Section 12.89 (b) of the Occupational Health and Safety Regulo,tion, B.C. Reg. 296/97, 

is amended by adding "as defined in section 21.1" after ''bootleg". 

2 Section 21.1 is amended 

(a) by adding the following definitions:

"blast site" means an area extending at least 15 m (50 ft) in every direction from a
place where 

(a) explosives are stored outside of a magazine or are placed or primed, or

(b) a misfire is known or believed to exist;

"blasting accessory" means a non-explosive device, product or tool, including a 
blasting machine, fuse lighter, blasting galvanometer, crimper, powder punch 

and loading pole; , 

(b) by repealing the definition of "blasting area",

( c) in the definition of "blasting log" by striking out "of loading details, and the site

examination after the blast" and substituting "that contains the information referred
to in section 21.4 (1)",

(d) in the definition of"blasting operation" by striking out "explosive materials" and

substituting "explosives",

(e) by repealing the definition of"charge" and substituting the following:

"charge" means an explosive, whether or not the explosive has a primer, that is
placed for the purpose of detonation or deflagration; , 

(f) in the definition of "danger area" by striking out ''blast" and substituting 

''blasting operation", 

(g) by repealing the definition of"day box" and substituting the following:

"day box" means a container used at a worksite to store and transport explosives that
is 

(a) weatherproof,

(b) constructed with

(i) an outer surface that is made of non-combustible materials, and

(ii) an inner surface that is made of non-sparking materials, and

( c) equipped with a lock or mechanism to enable locking; ,

(h) by repealing the definition of" "detonator" or "detonator products"" and

substituting the following:
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