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WORKERS' COMPENSATION BOARD

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

RE: The 2018 Annual Review of the Permanent Disability Evaluation
Schedule

WHEREAS:

Pursuant to section 82 of the Workers Compensation Act, R.S.B.C. 1996,
c. 492 (“Act”), the Board of Directors of the Workers’ Compensation Board
(“WorkSafeBC”) must set and revise as necessary the policies of the
Board of Directors, including policies respecting compensation,
assessment, rehabilitation, and occupational health and safety;

AND WHEREAS:

Section 23(1) of the Act provides that if a permanent partial disability
results from a worker’s injury, WorkSafeBC must estimate the impairment
of earning capacity from the nature and degree of the injury, and pay the
worker compensation that is a periodic payment that equals 90% of
WorkSafeBC'’s estimate of the loss of average net earnings resulting from
the impairment;

AND WHEREAS:

Section 23(2) of the Act provides that WorkSafeBC may compile a rating
schedule of percentages of impairment of earning capacity for specified
injuries or mutilations which may be used as a guide in determining the
compensation payable in permanent disability cases;

AND WHEREAS:

WorkSafeBC has adopted the Permanent Disability Evaluation Schedule
(“PDES”) found in Appendix 4 to the Rehabilitation Services & Claims
Manual, Volume Il (“RS&CM”), as the schedule used for guidance in the
measurement of permanent partial disability for the purposes of

section 23(1) and (2) of the Act;
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WORKSAFEBC

AND WHEREAS:

The PDES is reviewed on an annual basis to ensure it remains current
with developments in the medical and scientific literature. As a result of
the most recent annual review, amendments to the PDES have been
proposed as set out in the attached Appendix 1 to this Resolution;

AND WHEREAS:

The Policy, Regulation and Research Division has undertaken stakeholder
consultation on this issue and has advised the Board of Directors on the
results of the consultation;

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS RESOLVES THAT:

1. The amendments to the PDES attached as Appendix 4 of the
RS&CM set out in Appendix 1 to this Resolution are approved.

2. This Resolution is effective December 1, 2019, and applies to all
decisions made on or after December 1, 2019.

3. This Resolution constitutes a policy decision of the Board of
Directors.

I, Ralph McGinn, hereby certify for and on behalf of the Board of Directors of
WorkSafeBC that the above resolutions were duly passed at a meeting of the
Board of Directors held in Richmond, British Columbia, October 23, 2019.

RALPH MCGINN, P.ENG
CHAIR, Board of Directors
Workers’ Compensation Board



APPENDIX 1

APPENDIX 4, REHABILITATION SERVICES & CLAIMS MANUAL, VOLUME I
Additions in Bold. Deletions Struckthrough

VI. Lower Extremity

Percentage

Total Hip Prosthesis (including Femoral Head Prosthesis) ...........cccccoooce. 6
Total Knee Prosthesis or Hemiarthroplasty..........ccccevvviiiiicieieeceeee, 9
Total Ankle Prosthesis/Complete Ankle Replacement.............ccceevvviiiennnn. 5
Comminuted Calcaneal FraCtures..............uuuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees 0—7
Patellectomy

Partial .......oooiiiieee 3

TOLAL e 6

Note: Section Xl, “Central Nervous System Conditions”, under heading F.
Stance and Gait, provides guidance on rating disability associated with stance
and gait disturbances. Ratings under that heading are only to be applied if there
is no other way of assessing the worker’s lower extremity disability provided in
the Schedule (e.g. based on amputation value, immobility of joints, etc.).
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VIIl. Peripheral Nervous System Conditions

APPENDIX 1

B. Table of Awards for Peripheral Nerve Conditions

APPENDIX 4, REHABILITATION SERVICES & CLAIMS MANUAL, VOLUME Il

(Values listed in this table are percentages of total disability)

Long Thoracic Nerve

Median Nerve

At elbow

At wrist

Ulnar Nerve

At elbow

At wrist

Normal
Mild
Moderate
Marked
Complete

Normal
Mild
Moderate
Marked
Complete

Normal
Mild
Moderate
Marked
Complete

Normal
Mild
Moderate
Marked
Complete

Normal
Mild
Moderate
Marked
Complete

Sensory

n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a

The full values in each of the grades listed in the table below will be
awarded for sensory and/or motor loss affecting the whole or partial
distribution of the nerve.

Motor

b~ wnNO

oM NO

Tl
Seowo

-
BoasNoO
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APPENDIX 4, REHABILITATION SERVICES & CLAIMS MANUAL, VOLUME Il

VIIl. Peripheral Nervous System Conditions

Sensory Motor
Radial Nerve
Normal 0 0
Mild 0.5 4.5
Moderate 1 9
Marked 15 13.5

Complete 2 18
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APPENDIX 4, REHABILITATION SERVICES & CLAIMS MANUAL, VOLUME Il

IX. Nerve Root Conditions

B. Table of Awards for Nerve Root Conditions

(Values listed in this table are percentages of total disability)

The C4 spinal level is considered on a case-by-case basis for both sensory and

motor loss.

The full values in each of the grades listed in the table below will be
awarded for sensory and/or motor loss affecting the whole or partial

distribution of the nerve.

Nerve Root

C5

C6

C7

C8

T1

Grades

Normal
Mild
Moderate
Marked
Complete

Normal
Mild
Moderate
Marked
Complete

Normal
Mild
Moderate
Marked
Complete

Normal
Mild
Moderate
Marked
Complete

Normal
Mild
Moderate
Marked
Complete

Sensory

A WNEFO

15

4.5

A OWNPEFLO

A OWNPEFLO

0.5

15

Motor

B
SR oho

4.5

13.5
18

=
hRbowo
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APPENDIX 1

APPENDIX 4, REHABILITATION SERVICES & CLAIMS MANUAL, VOLUME Il

X. Spine

A. General

The following principles apply to assessment of disability in the spine:

Anatomical loss or damage resulting from injury or surgery may contribute
to physical disability of the spine. When anatomic and/or surgical
disability is present as well as loss of range of motion of the spine, the
final disability rating is based on the greater of the two.

Range of motion of the spine is difficult to assess on a consistent basis
because the joints of the spine are small, inaccessible and not externally
visible. Onlym ' ' o E

|| ’ II. F - I I .

Only movement of a region of the spine can be measured; it is not
possible to measure mobility of a single vertebra.

A loss of range of motion in the spine of three degrees or less generally
does not impair a worker’s earning capacity to an ascertainable degree.

Total paraplegia is rated as 100% of total disability.

Total quadriplegia is rated as 100% of total disability.

A vertebrectomy merits an award equivalent to the rating for a two-level fusion,
plus the maximum rating fertetal-collapse available if ef the removed vertebra
has a compression fracture with over 50% compression.

B. Cervical Spine

Percentage
Compression fractures
Up t0 50% COMPIESSION ..ceevviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees 0-2
OVver 50% COMPIESSION .....ccciiiiiiiiiiie e e e e e e ettt e e e e e e e e e et e e e e e e e eeeeaa s 2-4
Impairment resulting from surgical
loss of intervertebral diSC CL IO DL .......cooviiiiiiiiiii e, 2 per level
Ankylosis (fusion) C1 to D1 including
surgical loss of intervertebral diSC...........ccoovvviiiiiiiiii e, 3 per level
C1 JefferSON FraClUre........oii i i e it e e e e e e e e s 2
Loss of range of motion
e 5[] USSR 0-6
EXTENSION .. 0-3
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APPENDIX 1

APPENDIX 4, REHABILITATION SERVICES & CLAIMS MANUAL, VOLUME Il

Lateral flexion right and left ..., each 0 -2
Rotation right and left ... each0-4
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APPENDIX 1

APPENDIX 4, REHABILITATION SERVICES & CLAIMS MANUAL, VOLUME Il

XXIIl. Contact Dermatitis

Treatment
Grade Signs and Symptoms (see below for | Percentage
details)
Grade 1 | Skin disorder signs and symptoms not present when Requires no 1-2
the worker is removed from a workplace sensitizing treatment.
agent, but the worker reacts with recurrent signs and
symptoms of marked extent and severity when
exposed to the sensitizing agent. The worker
experiences these signs and symptoms when he or
she returns to the workplace under conditions that do
not expose the worker to irritant levels of the
sensitizing agent or other known dermal irritants. After
considering medical advice, the Board determines that
the worker must avoid workplaces containing the
sensitizing agent.
In assessing the disability rating, the Board considers
the extent to which the sensitizing agent is commonly
found in work environments. Generally, the more
common the sensitizing agent, the higher the disability
rating.
Grade 2 | Skin disorder signs and symptoms present or Requiresnoor |[3-5
intermittently present. intermittent
treatment with
agents listed in
1 below.
Grade 3 | Skin disorder signs and symptoms intermittently or Requires 6—24
constantly present. intermittent
treatment with
agents listed in
1 and 2 below.
Grade 4 | Skin disorder signs and symptoms constantly present. | Constant 25-50
treatment with
agents listed in
1 and 2 below.
Cases such as
these are rare
and require
tertiary level
medical input.
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APPENDIX 4, REHABILITATION SERVICES & CLAIMS MANUAL, VOLUME Il

XXIIl. Contact Dermatitis

In evaluating the severity of the worker’s condition and its effect on earning
capacity, the Board officer may consider the limitations experienced by the

worker in his or her activities of daily living.
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APPENDIX 1
APPENDIX 4, REHABILITATION SERVICES & CLAIMS MANUAL, VOLUME I

APPENDIX A
Men
Age Hand | Mean Sb SE  lLew High Mean SB SE Low High
20-24 R 1210 206 38 9% 167 #0-4 45 28 46 95
E 1045 218 46 #H 156 610 131 26 33 88
25-29 R 1208 230 44 78 158 45 139 24 48 97
E 1165 162 3 139 635 P22 24 48 97
30-34 R 1218 224 43 76 176 87 192 38 46 137
E 3164 287 42 64 145 680 7 35 36 115
35-39 R 1197 2406 48 76 176 41 108 22 56 99
E H29 287 44 73 157 66-3 7 23 49 91
40-44 R 1168 204 41 84 165 #0-4 35 24 38 103
E 128 187 3IHF 73 157 623 138 25 35 94
45-49 R 1099 230 43 65 155 622 51 3.6 39 100
E 1068 228 43 58 166 560 7 25 37 83
50-54 R 1136 181 36 79 151 65-8 116 23 38 87
E 1619 176 34 78 143 573 007 21 35 76
55-59 R 1011 267 58 59 154 573 25 25 33 86
E 832 234 51 43 128 473 19 24 31 76
60-64 R 897 204 42 51 137 551 0L 20 37 7
E 768 203 41 27 116 457 100 26 29 66
65-69 R 911 206 40 56 131 49-6 97 18 35 74
E 768 198 38 43 117 410 82 15 29 63
70-74 R B3 285 42 32 108 49.6 17 22 33 78
E 648 181 37 32 93 415 02 19 23 67
—#5+ R 657 216 42 40 135 42.6 310 22 25 65
£ 558 170 34 32 39 376 89 17 24 61
Al R 1043 283 16 32 176 628 170 096 25 137
subjeets E 931t 276 16 27 160 539 157 0388 23 115
- Men Women
Age  Hand| Mean Sb SE  Low High Mean Sb SE Low High
20-24 R 26-0 35 0665 21 34 176 26 0639 14 23
25-29 R 26-7 49 0694 19 41 77 21 041 14 22
30-34 R 26:4 48 893 20 36 187 30 860 13 25
35-39 R 26-% 32 0665 21 32 16-6 206 046 12 21
- E 25:6 39 67 18 32 160 2+ 053 » 22
40-44 R 25:6 26 06506 21 31 167 31 0656 10 24
- E 253 406 679 19 31 158 31 655 8 22
45-49 R 25:8 39 673 19 35 176 32 065 13 24
- L 24-8 44 B84 18 42 166 29 058 2 24
50-54 R 26-7 44 588 20 34 167 25 850 2 22
- E 26-1 42 084 20 37 161 2+ 653 12 22
55-59 R 242 42 092 18 34 157 25 0656 11 21
60-64 R 232 54 113 14 37 155 2+ 055 10 20
- E 222 41 084 16 33 141 25 0656 10 19
65-69 R 234 39 675 32 150 26 049 10 21
- L 22:0 36 840 28 143 28 853 10 20
Z0-74 R 193 24 847 16 25 145 29 854 8 22
- E 192 36 659 13 28 138 36 056 9 22
HF5+ R 26-5 46 691 9 31 126 23 045 8 17
5 £ 191 36 659 13 24 114 26 056 7 16
Al R 245 46 0626 9 41 162 36 07 8 25
subjeets E 236 46 626 11 42 153 331 648 7 26
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APPENDIX 1
APPENDIX 4, REHABILITATION SERVICES & CLAIMS MANUAL, VOLUME Il
APPENDIX A

ADULT PINCH AND GRIP STRENGTH, Mathiowetz et al. [Arch. Phys. Med.
Rehabil. Vol. 66, Feb 85]

Table 1: Average Performance of All Subjects on Grip Strength
(pounds)

ADULT PINCH AND GRIP STRENGTH, Mathiowetz et al. [Arch. Phys. Med.
Rehabil. Vol. 66, Feb 85]

Table 1: Average Performance of All Subjects on Grip Strength

(kilograms)

Men Women

Age Hand|(Mean SD SE Low High|Mean SD SE Low High

Men Women

20-24 R |121.0 20.6 3.8 91 167 | 704 145 28 46 95

L |1045 21.8 40 71 150 61.0 131 26 33 88

25-29 R |120.8 23.0 44 78 158 | 745 139 27 48 97

L |110.5 16.2 3.1 77 139 635 122 24 48 97

30-34 R |121.8 224 43 70 170 78.7 19.2 3.8 46 137

L |1104 21.7 42 64 145|680 17.7 35 36 115

35-39 R |119.7 240 48 76 176 | 74.1 108 22 50 99

L |1129 21.7 44 73 157 | 663 11.7 23 49 91

40-44 R |116.8 20.7 4.1 84 165| 704 135 24 38 103

L |112.8 18.7 3.7 73 157 | 623 138 25 35 94

45-49 R |109.9 23.0 43 65 155|622 151 3.0 39 100

L |100.8 22.8 43 58 160 | 56.0 12.7 25 37 83

50-54 R |113.6 18.1 3.6 79 151 658 116 23 38 87

L |1019 170 3.4 70 143|573 107 21 35 76

55-59 R |101.1 26.7 5.8 59 154|573 125 25 33 86

L 83.2 234 5.1 43 128|473 119 24 31 76

60-64 R 89.7 20.4 4.2 51 137|551 101 2.0 37 77

L 76.8 203 4.1 27 116 | 457 101 2.0 29 66

65-69 R 91.1 20.6 40 56 131|496 9.7 18 35 74

L 76.8 19.8 3.8 43 117|410 82 15 29 63

70-74 R 75.3 215 4.2 32 108 | 49.6 117 22 33 78

L 64.8 18.1 3.7 32 93 | 415 102 19 23 67

75+ R 65.7 21.0 4.2 40 135|426 11.0 22 25 65

L 55.0 17.0 3.4 31 119|376 89 1.7 24 61

Age Hand|Mean SD SE Low High|Mean SD SE Low High

20-24 R 549 9.3 1.7 413 757|319 6.6 13 209 431
L 474 99 1.8 322 68.0| 27.7 59 12 15.0 39.9
25-29 R 54.8 104 2.0 354 71.7| 338 6.3 1.2 218 44.0
L 50.1 7.3 14 349 63.0| 28.8 55 1.1 218 44.0
30-34 R 55.2 10.2 2.0 31.8 77.1| 357 8.7 1.7 209 621
L 50.1 9.8 19 29.0 65.8| 30.8 80 1.6 16.3 522
35-39 R 543 109 2.2 345 798| 336 49 1.0 227 449
L 51.2 9.8 20 331 71.2| 301 53 1.0 222 413
40-44 R 53.0 94 19 381 748|319 6.1 11 17.2 46.7
L 51.2 85 1.7 33.1 71.2| 283 6.3 1.1 159 426
45-49 R 49.8 104 2.0 295 70.3| 28.2 6.8 14 17.7 454
L 457 103 2.0 263 72.6| 254 58 1.1 16.8 37.6
50-54 R 515 82 16 358 685|298 53 1.0 17.2 395
L 46.2 7.7 15 318 64.9| 26.0 4.9 0.95 159 345
55-59 R 459 121 2.6 26.8 69.9| 26.0 5.7 1.1 15.0 39.0
L 37.7 106 2.3 195 58.1| 215 54 1.1 141 345
60-64 R 40.7 93 19 23.1 62.1| 25.0 4.6 0.91 16.8 34.9
L 348 9.2 19 122 526 20.7 4.6 091 13.2 29.9
65-69 R 413 93 1.8 254 594 | 225 4.4 0.82 159 33.6
L 348 9.0 1.7 195 53.1| 18.6 3.7 0.68 13.2 28.6
70-74 R 342 9.8 19 145 49.0| 225 53 1.0 150 354
L 294 82 1.7 145 422 188 4.6 0.86 104 304

75+ R 298 95 19 181 61.2| 193 5.0 1.0 113 295

L 249 7.7 15 14.1 54.0| 17.1 4.0 0.77 109 27.7

All R 1043 283 1.6 32 176 62.8 17.0 0.96 25 137

subjects L 93.1 27.6 1.6 27 160 53.9 15.7 0.88 23 115

All R 47.3 12.8 0.73 145 79.8| 285 7.7 044 113 621

subjects L 42.2 12,5 0.73 12.2 726 | 244 7.1 040 104 52.2
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APPENDIX 1
APPENDIX 4, REHABILITATION SERVICES & CLAIMS MANUAL, VOLUME Il
APPENDIX A

ADULT PINCH AND GRIP STRENGTH, Mathiowetz et al. [Arch. Phys. Med.
Rehabil. Vol. 66, Feb 85]

Table 2: Average Performance of All Subjects on Key Pinch

ADULT PINCH AND GRIP STRENGTH, Mathiowetz et al. [Arch. Phys. Med.
Rehabil. Vol. 66, Feb 85]

Table 2: Average Performance of All Subjects on Key Pinch

(pounds) (kilograms)
Men Women Men Women

Age Hand{Mean SD SE Low High|Mean SD SE Low High Age Hand|Mean SD SE Low High|Mean SD SE Low High
2024 R |26.0 35 0.65 21 34 |17.6 2.0 0.39 14 23 2024 R |11.8 16 029 95 154| 80 091 0.18 6.4 10.4
L 248 3.4 064 19 31 | 16.2 2.1 041 13 23 L 11.2 15 0.29 86 14.1| 73 1.0 0.19 59 104

25-29 R 26.7 49094 19 41 |17.7 21 041 14 22 25-29 R 121 2.2 043 86 186| 80 1.0 0.19 64 10.0
L 25.0 44085 19 39 | 16.6 2.1 0.41 13 22 L 113 20 039 86 17.7| 75 1.0 0.19 59 10.0

30-34 R 264 4.8 093 20 36 | 18.7 3.0 0.60 13 25 30-34 R 120 2.2 042 91 163| 85 14 0.27 59 113
L | 262 51098 17 36 | 17.8 3.6 0.70 12 26 L [11.9 23 044 7.7 163| 81 1.6 0.32 54 118

35-39 R 26.1 3.2 0.65 21 32 | 16.6 2.0 0.40 12 21 35-39 R 11.8 1.5 0.29 95 145| 75 0.9 0.18 54 9.5
L 256 3.9 0.77 18 32 | 16.0 2.7 0.53 12 22 L 11.6 18 035 82 145| 73 1.2 0.24 54 10.0

40-44 R 25.6 2.6 0.50 21 31 | 16.7 3.1 0.56 10 24 40-44 R 11.6 1.2 023 95 141| 76 14 0.25 45 109
L | 251 40079 19 31 | 158 3.1 0.55 8 22 L [114 1.8 036 86 141| 7.2 14 0.25 3.6 10.0

45-49 R | 25.8 3.9 0.73 19 35 | 17.6 3.2 0.65 13 24 45-49 R | 11.7 1.8 0.33 86 159| 80 1.5 0.29 59 109
L 248 4.4 084 18 42 | 16.6 2.9 0.58 12 24 L 11.2 2.0 038 82 19.1| 75 13 0.26 54 10.9

50-54 R 26.7 4.4 088 20 34 | 16.7 2.5 0.50 12 22 50-54 R 121 2.0 040 91 154| 76 1.1 0.23 54 10.0
L | 261 42084 20 37 | 161 2.7 0.53 12 22 L [11.8 19 038 91 16.8| 73 1.2 0.24 54 10.0

55-59 R | 242 42092 18 34 | 157 25 0.50 11 21 55-59 R | 11.0 1.9 042 82 154 71 11 023 50 95
L |23.0 47 1.02 13 31 | 147 2.2 0.44 12 19 L |104 21 046 59 141| 6.7 1.0 020 54 8.6

60-64 R 23.2 5.4 113 14 37 | 155 2.7 0.55 10 20 60-64 R 10.5 24 051 64 16.8| 7.0 1.2 0.25 4.5 9.1
L 22.2 41 084 16 33 | 141 25 0.50 10 19 L 10.1 19 038 73 15.0| 64 1.1 0.23 45 8.6

65-69 R 234 39 0.75 17 32 | 15.0 2.6 0.49 10 21 65-69 R 10.6 1.8 034 7.7 145| 6.8 1.2 0.22 45 9.5
L | 220 3.6 070 17 28 | 143 2.8 0.53 10 20 L [100 1.6 032 7.7 127| 65 13 024 45 9.1

70-74 R 193 24 047 16 25 | 145 29 054 8 22 70-74 R 88 1.1 0.21 73 113| 6.6 1.3 0.24 3.6 10.0
L 19.2 3.0 059 13 28 | 13.8 3.0 0.56 9 22 L 87 14 0.27 59 127| 63 14 0.25 4.1 10.0

75+ R 205 4.6 091 9 31 | 126 23 045 8 17 75+ R 93 21 041 41 141 57 1.0 0.20 3.6 7.7
L | 191 3.0059 13 24 | 11.4 2.6 0.50 7 16 L 87 1.4 027 59 109| 52 12 023 32 73

All R 245 46 026 9 41 | 16.2 3.0 0.17 8 25 All R 111 21 0.12 41 186| 73 14 0.08 3.6 113
subjects L |23.6 4.6 026 11 42 [ 153 3.1 018 7 26 subjects L | 107 21 012 50 19.1| 69 14 008 32 118
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