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Improper ladder use a Contest winner
] {
fre u e nt s o u rce Of I n u r Rob Giroux, worker safety |t doesn’t look like this is an appropriate ladder
representative at Howe to be using.
iound. Puhlp ahd Pape;r h * There is an object under the ladder. The worker
orp, Is the winner of the could step on it when dismounting.
July/August “What’s wrong
with this photo?” contest. ¢ The jug should not be near the ladder as it also
Here’s what he identified: causes a tripping hazard.
e The two leaning poles are tripping hazards.
The worker ¢ Ladders must be fully extended and locked
e The loose and hanging clothing could get into place.
caught up in things like the tools and ladder.
ghtup & * There is no warning signage to other occupants
» The worker has improper footwear. It could of the area to state work is underway.
slip off her feet, be slippery on the ladder
stepps and does not psi/idi protection for * The paint tray is located too close to the painter’s
faIIing, objects exit path from the ladder. She could step right
) into it causing a fall.
» The worker is leaning too far over.
8 * The two ladders are too far apart and
* The worker is not using the steps properly. inappropriate for use as a paint holder and the
She is resting her foot on the rail, not the step. other as a height increaser. A ladder with a tray
. designed to hold the paint supplies is needed
The worksite for this job
» There is a tripping hazard from the electrical e The worker should not stick the brush all the
cord dragging through the work area. Also ) ) )
someone could yank it and tip over the paint way into the buck'et - paint WI||. get all over the
tray (more slipping around) or topple the floor creating a slipping hazard if you don’t keep
worker from the step ladder. a reasonably clean the brush and/or roller. ®
. J
WorksafeBC occupational hygiene officer Kimiko » The reach pole would be more appropriate for reaching N ?
Banati helped set up this photo of unsafe ladder use. high up spots than the step ladder. D d k ‘ a '
Here’s what was wrong: I yo u n o o
The worksite
The worker « There are unlabeled solvent and paint containers. Fa”S are a Ieading cause of injuries to
» The worker is not wearing safety boots. . . - : .
» The paint tray is positioned directly behind the ladder. o o
» The worker is using a light duty ladder on a This is a trip hazard. ConStrU Ctlon WO rke rs in B.C o
construction site. e There is a paint can sitting on top of the ladder instead
e The Tyvek suit is only on the bottom part of the of on a pail shelf.

worker’s body. It is not being worn properly.

¢ There are electrical cords under and behind the ladder.
» The worker appears to be stepping towards the

) ) ) » The yellow ladder does not have the spreader locked in.
second ladder without coming off of the first one.

e There is a beverage container in the work area.
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