Overview Online survey
Part 11: Fall Protection
Section 11.10, Removal from service

Purpose:
Section 11.10 states:

Removal 11.10 After a fall protection system has arrested the fall of a
from worker, it must

service .
(@) be removed from service, and

(b) not be returned to service until it has been inspected
and recertified as safe for use by the manufacturer
or its authorized agent, or by a professional
engineer.

The entertainment industry has raised concerns about the application of this section to stunt work
in their industry, particularly as most of the equipment is intended for reuse.

Rationale for Change:

Some stunts in a production involve planned and controlled falls arrested by equipment intended
to be reused. This application is different from the accidental falls section 11.10 was intended to
address.

The Worker and Employer Services Division recently issued a Vice-President Directive, effective
to the end of 2006, suspending the application of section 11.10 in some circumstances, pending a
review for potential regulatory amendment.

Key Issues:

e Adjust the requirement to accommodate the specific circumstances and equipment used in
stunt work so a manufacturer’s representative or professional engineer does not have to
inspect and certify the equipment after each use.

Evaluative Mechanism:

The proposed amendments will reduce the number of requests for variances and enable the
industry and WorkSafeBC to devote more time to other health and safety areas requiring
attention.

Source:
Entertainment Industry
Worker and Employer Services Division
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS FOR PART 11: FALL PROTECTION
IN THE OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH AND SAFETY REGULATION

Please note that proposed deletions in the regulatory amendments are identified with a
strikethrough and additions are identified in bold.

PART 11: FALL PROTECTION

Removal from 11.10 (1) After a fall protection system has arrested the fall of a worker, it must

service .
(&) be removed from service, and

(b) not be returned to service until it has been inspected and recertified
as safe for use by the manufacturer or its authorized agent, or by a
professional engineer.

(2) Subject to subsection (3), subsection (1) (b) does not apply to a
personal fall protection system designed and intended for reuse by
a performer in the entertainment industry for conducting a planned
fall sequence.

(3) The following conditions must be met before a personal fall
protection system described in subsection (2) will be exempt from
subsection (1)«(b):

(a) the system mustbe designed and used in accordance with a
standard acceptable to the Board,;

(b) each.use of the system must be carried out in accordance with
the planfor the conduct of the fall;

(c) the peak arrest forces generated in the system during each use
must be at or below both the planned limits and the maximum
forces allowed for the system;

(d). after each use of the system no part of the system, including
the anchorage, may be reused until a qualified person has
inspected it and determined it is in serviceable condition and
safe for reuse.

Explanatory-Note

This proposed amendment is intended to address concerns from the entertainment industry over
the application of section 11.10 to stunt work in their industry. Personal fall arrest systems are
sometimes used to assist with the execution of a planned fall sequence. When this equipment is
used in this manner it should be treated differently than a fall arrest system intended to arrest an
accidental fall.

The entertainment industry uses a variety of equipment and techniques to create scenes where
one or more persons fall or move in a controlled manner from a starting position to a lower level,
generally trying to simulate a dramatic fall sequence. These sequences sometimes involve the
use of a personal fall arrest system designed to allow the sequence to be performed to provide
the desired effect while ensuring the performer’s fall is ultimately controlled and arrested without
injury to the performer. Generally many or all of the system components are designed and
intended to be reused. Provided the fall goes “according to plan”, the equipment should not be
damaged and thus should, after inspection, be available for reuse.

The forces placed on the various components of a personal fall protection system during a
planned fall sequence can be determined and controlled by the planning of the sequence.
Provided a fall goes as planned, there is no need for the fall protection system to be removed
from service until the system can be inspected and recertified by the manufacturer or an
engineer. A qualified person familiar with the equipment and the stunt plan and involved in the
stunt sequence, either as an observer or the stunt performer, should be able to inspect the
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system components after the fall. This will allow the qualified person to decide if the fall sequence
went according to plan, and following the inspection, if the equipment is safe for further use. If a
fall sequence does not go according to the plan, or the inspection reveals damage or wear
beyond acceptable limits, the qualified person must take the system out of service until it has
been inspected and certified by the manufacturer or an engineer.

Note that section 11.9 requires a fall protection system must be inspected by a qualified person
before use on each workshift.

The industrial standards for fall protection equipment published by CSA and ANSI are not
appropriate for the needs of the stunt industry for the application under.discussion. As an interim
measure WorkSafeBC has produced an alternative standard (valid until December 31, 2006) for
the selection and use of fall protection equipment in stunt work forfalls that are planned and
conducted in a controlled manner. In support of the proposal for regulatory change, the
entertainment industry in BC, through their industry association, SHAPE, is currently assembling
information related to an “industry standard” for personal fall protection gear intended for reuse
for stunt performance in their industry. SHAPE is also gathering information on the criteria for
inspecting fall protection systems intended for reuse.in stunt work. The Worker and Employer
Services Division of WorkSafeBC is liaising with SHAPE on these matters.
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