
Historical Data Describing the Workers' Compensation system in British Columbia
Year ==> 1917 1918 1919 1920 1921 1922 1923 1924 1925 1926 1927 1928 1929 1930 1931 1932 1933 1934 1935 1936 1937 1938 1939 1940 1941 1942 <== Year

units units

External Environment External Environment
Population # 000's 525 694 707 717 727 736 745 759 775 792 805 818 870 Population # 000's
Employed in B.C. # 000's 220 306 314 Employed in B.C. # 000's
Workers Covered # 000's 75 110 113 120 160 165 175 175 175 175 150 200 Workers Covered # 000's

% Employed Covered % 55 49 64 % Employed Covered %
Registered Employers # 6000 5849 6393 6524 6524 6838 7197 7613 8243 8688 8888 8958 8565 7654 7475 7676 7978 8336 8619 8886 8617 8588 8709 7981 Registered Employers # 000's
Assessable Payrolls $000,000's 78.73 112.08 127.74 153.71 130.10 130.59 153.55 155.41 164.22 172.60 175.32 183.58 189.84 176.85 140.96 110.76 102.52 116.57 132.38 149.10 172.15 166.53 174.78 196.13 241.94 327.12 Assessable Payrolls $000,000's

Score Card Score Card
Days of Work Lost # 000's 137.1 260.7 268.8 338.3 326.7 299.5 384.8 435.9 505.2 544.5 560.1 607.5 726.0 693.5 571.2 504.0 353.2 371.5 483.3 551.0 625.6 636.8 703.3 807.4 927.3 1086.3 Days of Work Lost # 000's
Average Claim Duration [days] 33.33 31.7 31.12 32.19 35.45 34.69 35.21 36.44 38.12 41.48 44.96 56 47 39 43 41 37 44 45 44 44 38 Average Claim Duration [days]
Accident Fund balance % 102.7 113.0 112.7 120.0 114.8 110.5 110.8 105.5 107.8 106.4 104.8 102.6 102.7 98.4 100.9 104.8 105.6 101.9 102.0 104.7 107.4 100.8 103.9 101.1 104.5 Accident Fund balance %

Accident Prevention Accident Prevention
Inspections (or Reports) # 4278 3290 Inspections (or Reports) #
Accident Invest'ns & Inquests # 472 Accident Invest'ns & Inquests #
Total Trained First-Aid Cert. Holders # 190 500 1383 2154 Total Trained First-Aid Cert. Holders #
First-Aid Certificates Issued (new & r # 192 771 First-Aid Certificates Issued (new & r #
Penalties & Prosecutions # 12 Penalties & Prosecutions #
Orders > 24 hrs (closure orders) # 1 0 0 2 0 1 0 1 3 5 7 4 Orders > 24 hrs (closure orders) #
Number of Inspectors # 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 2 3 3 4 5 6 9 Number of Inspectors #

Safety Inspectors # 1 1 1 1 2 3 3 4 5 6 9 Safety Inspectors #

Compensation Compensation
Injuries Reported # 000's 12.68 22.50 18.19 20.91 16.88 19.65 24.18 25.57 27.56 30.37 30.07 32.79 36.75 33.29 25.88 19.10 18.27 22.35 26.28 29.68 35.01 31.50 33.17 38.49 46.50 65.48 Injuries Reported # 000's

Fatal Injuries Reported # 217 240 277 216 162 169 268 246 213 198 219 251 253 277 125 106 97 116 146 168 181 159 176 192 200 212 Fatal Injuries Reported #
Claims Accepted Claims Accepted

Medical Aid only # 000's 0.33 13.99 15.01 17.51 16.19 16.95 19.20 24.11 Medical Aid only # 000's
Accepted Temporary Disability # 000's 5.48 8.84 9.24 11.17 9.38 9.79 12.37 13.54 14.25 15.70 15.91 16.67 19.05 16.72 12.71 9.07 7.58 9.43 11.29 13.55 16.43 14.03 14.92 17.84 20.89 28.48 Accepted Temporary Disability # 000's
Accepted Permanent Disability # 000's 0.42 0.49 0.54 0.50 0.47 0.55 0.56 0.67 0.72 0.82 0.78 0.89 0.94 0.76 0.65 0.50 0.45 0.61 0.66 0.59 0.75 0.74 0.75 0.79 0.90 Accepted Permanent Disability # 000's
Accepted Permanent Disability # 415 487 537 500 473 545 563 671 718 822 782 893 940 756 651 502 451 607 657 594 754 735 748 785 901 Accepted Permanent Disability #
Fatal Claims Accepted # 152 140 162 134 134 220 191 168 167 180 176 207 241 109 83 90 102 129 132 151 139 132 165 171 194 Fatal Claims Accepted #

Total # of Claims # 000's 5 10 10 12 10 10 13 14 15 17 17 18 20 18 14 10 8 10 26 29 35 31 33 38 46 30 Total # of Claims # 000's

Medical Aid (all claims) $000,000's 0.08 0.25 0.29 0.40 0.43 0.46 0.51 0.60 0.62 0.68 0.64 0.69 0.75 0.77 0.57 0.45 0.37 0.41 0.51 0.60 0.68 0.70 0.72 0.83 0.94 1.14 Medical Aid (all claims) $000,000's
Compensation - Temporary Disability $000,000's 0.21 0.46 0.54 0.72 0.63 0.57 0.77 0.92 1.05 1.19 1.24 1.35 1.65 1.56 1.21 0.98 0.56 0.59 0.83 1.02 1.30 1.00 1.15 1.64 2.01 2.69 Compensation - Temporary Disability $000,000's
Compensation - Permanent Disabilit $000,000's 0.20 0.23 0.37 0.48 0.51 0.52 0.63 0.81 0.88 0.90 0.89 1.11 1.11 0.87 0.85 0.63 0.48 0.62 0.79 1.00 1.32 1.53 1.29 1.47 2.08 Compensation - Permanent Disabilit $000,000's
Pensions - Fatal Claims $000,000's 0.40 0.48 0.48 0.57 0.52 0.78 0.72 0.59 0.55 0.56 0.65 0.69 0.73 0.37 0.34 0.26 0.37 0.48 0.52 0.44 0.54 0.52 0.59 0.79 0.73 Pensions - Fatal Claims $000,000's

Total Claim Costs $000,000's 0.85 1.31 1.54 1.97 2.11 2.06 2.58 2.88 3.06 3.29 3.34 3.58 4.21 4.18 3.02 2.62 1.82 1.84 2.43 2.93 3.42 3.56 3.92 4.35 5.20 6.62 Total Claim Costs $000,000's

Pension Beneficiaries Pension Beneficiaries
Workers # 480 587 708 832 951 1106 1277 1504 1732 1902 1988 1894 1804 1823 1841 1987 2130 2305 2524 2814 2889 Workers #
Widows # 491 578 566 567 631 580 697 688 802 818 793 840 832 879 908 960 981 1054 1061 1086 1129 Widows #
Children # 850 757 1003 1063 972 1116 993 1151 1074 944 899 885 883 872 858 842 860 726 685 730 Children #
Others # 131 156 178 180 187 201 224 219 194 193 170 173 158 162 177 184 179 184 194 Others #

Total Beneficiaries # 1821 1165 2162 2558 2823 2838 3277 3386 3909 4013 3919 3826 3691 3758 3779 3967 4130 4403 4490 4769 4942 Total Beneficiaries #
Benefit Rates Benefit Rates

Injured Workmen: Injured Workmen:
Total Disability Pension % 55 55 55 55 55 55 62.5 62.5 62.5 62.5 62.5 62.5 62.5 62.5 62.5 62.5 62.5 62.5 62.5 62.5 62.5 62.5 66.66 66.66 66.66 66.66 Total Disability Pension %
Waiting Period [days] 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 14 14 14 14 14 14 14 14 14 14 14 14 14 14 14 14 14 Waiting Period [days]
Maximum Annual Earnings $ 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 Maximum Annual Earnings $
Maximum Payment $ 92 92 92 92 92 92 104 104 104 104 104 104 104 104 104 104 104 104 104 104 104 104 111 111 111 111 Maximum Payment $
Minimum Payment $ 22 22 22 22 22 22 22 22 22 22 22 22 22 22 22 22 22 22 43 43 43 43 43 43 43 43 Minimum Payment $

Widows: Widows:
Pension $ 20 20 20 35 35 35 35 35 35 35 35 35 35 35 35 35 35 35 35 35 35 35 40 40 40 40 Pension $
Initial lump sum payment $ Initial lump sum payment $
Remarriage allowance 2 years of current pension Remarriage allowance

Maximum or Fixed amount $ 480 480 480 480 480 480 480 480 480 480 480 480 480 480 480 480 480 480 480 480 480 480 480 Maximum or Fixed amount $
Children under 16 yrs $ 5 5 5 7.5 7.5 7.5 7.5 7.5 7.5 7.5 7.5 7.5 7.5 7.5 7.5 7.5 7.5 7.5 7.5 7.5 7.5 7.5 7.5 7.5 7.5 7.5 Children under 16 yrs $
Children <16 yrs, no Widow $ 10 10 10 12.5 12.5 12.5 12.5 12.5 12.5 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 Children <16 yrs, no Widow $
Maximum for nuclear Family $ 40 40 40 65 65 65 65 65 65 65 65 65 65 65 65 65 65 65 65 65 65 65 70 70 70 70 Max for nuclear Family $
Foster Mothers $ 35 35 35 35 35 35 35 35 35 35 35 35 35 40 40 40 40 Foster Mothers $
Parents or Others: Parents or Others:

Maximum monthly $ 20 20 20 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 Maximum monthly $
Maximum Total as a group $ 30 30 30 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 Maximum Total as a group $

Funeral $ 75 75 75 75 75 75 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 125 125 125 125 Funeral $
Industrial Diseases Industrial Diseases

Recognized Industrial Diseases Recognized Industrial Diseases
Listed in W.C. Act # 6 6 6 6 6 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 Listed in W.C. Act #
by Regulation of WCB # 0 2 3 5 5 6 7 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 9 9 11 13 14 15 23 by Regulation of WCB #

Total Diseases & Conditions # 6 8 9 11 11 13 14 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 18 18 20 22 23 24 32 Total Diseases & Conditions #

Assessments Assessments
$ 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 $

Assessment Rates: Assessment Rates:
Highest % 20 Highest %
Average Payroll Assessment % 1.84 2.01 2.29 1.82 1.88 1.89 1.86 2.00 2.32 2.61 2.36 2.49 2.41 Average Payroll Assessment %

Assessment % 2.12 1.28 1.41 1.88 2.21 1.68 1.93 1.73 1.92 2.14 2.17 2.37 2.45 1.98 2.04 2.08 2.03 2.18 2.49 2.78 2.54 2.65 2.68 2.68 2.93 Calculated Average %

Internal Environment Internal Environment
Staff Levels - Administration # 44 72 100 121 Staff Levels - Administration #
Staff Levels - All (includes Clinic) # 146 Staff Levels - All (includes Clinic) #
Payroll $000's 33.00 62.14 71.91 77.20 79.79 75.98 75.07 80.28 83.03 85.02 85.73 87.62 93.76 99.16 108.05 109.23 96.61 97.85 101.88 115.73 127.47 139.73 145.14 148.71 169.40 218.64 Payroll $000's
Operations (Admin) Cost $000's 48.3 64.7 70.7 81.8 82.7 71.5 79.5 79.5 77.9 83.8 84.2 85.9 92.1 92.4 96.9 102.9 86.7 86.3 125.0 144.3 152.5 173.9 178.4 203.4 403.8 382.8 Operations (Admin) Cost $000's

Admin as a % of Total Income % 4.64 2.70 4.20 3.66 3.27 2.39 2.92 2.44 2.54 2.35 2.09 2.01 1.91 1.96 3.04 3.83 3.40 2.86 3.67 3.39 2.87 3.60 3.44 3.08 5.65 3.61 Admin as a % of Total Income %
Assessment Premiums & Penalties $000,000's 2.37 1.63 2.16 2.45 2.88 2.58 3.00 2.85 3.31 3.74 3.99 4.50 4.33 2.79 2.26 2.13 2.36 2.88 3.71 4.78 4.22 4.63 5.25 6.48 9.57 Assessment Premiums & Penalties $000,000's

Total Income $000,000's 1.04 2.40 1.68 2.23 2.53 2.99 2.72 3.25 3.07 3.57 4.02 4.28 4.83 4.72 3.18 2.69 2.55 3.02 3.40 4.25 5.32 4.83 5.19 6.61 7.14 10.60 Total Income $000,000's

Where figures might change during the year the one prevailing for the longest time is used. If equal, figure is as of December of the year. This background colour indicates data is not available for that year.
Source for all figures, WCB Annual Reports, unless otherwise noted

Maximum Assessable Annual Wage

Statistic Statistic

Maximum Assessable Annual 

Research conducted 2002 and 2003



Historical Data Describing the Workmen's Compensation system in British Columbia
Year ==> # 1917 1918 1919 1920 1921 1922 1923 1924 1925 1926 1927 1928 1929 1930 1931 1932 1933 1934 1935 1936 1937 1938 1939 1940 1941 1942 <== Year

units units

External Environment External Environment
Population # 000's 525 694 707 717 727 736 745 759 775 792 805 818 870 Population # 000's
Employed in B.C. # 000's 220 306 314 Employed in B.C. # 000's
Workers Covered # 000's 75 110 113 120 160 165 175 175 175 175 150 200 Workers Covered # 000's

% Employed Covered % 55 49 64 % Employed Covered %
Registered Employers # 6000 5849 6393 6524 6524 6838 7197 7613 8243 8688 8888 8958 8565 7654 7475 7676 7978 8336 8619 8886 8617 8588 8709 7981 Registered Employers # 000's
Assessable Payrolls $000,000's 78.73 112.08 127.74 153.71 130.10 130.59 153.55 155.41 164.22 172.60 175.32 183.58 189.84 176.85 140.96 110.76 102.52 116.57 132.38 149.10 172.15 166.53 174.78 196.13 241.94 327.12 Assessable Payrolls $000,000's

Score Card Score Card
Days of Work Lost # 000's 137.1 260.7 268.8 338.3 326.7 299.5 384.8 435.9 505.2 544.5 560.1 607.5 726.0 693.5 571.2 504.0 353.2 371.5 483.3 551.0 625.6 636.8 703.3 807.4 927.3 1086.3 Days of Work Lost # 000's
Average Claim Duration [days] 33.33 31.7 31.12 32.19 35.45 34.69 35.21 36.44 38.12 41.48 44.96 56 47 39 43 41 37 44 45 44 44 38 Average Claim Duration [days]
Accident Fund balance % 102.7 113.0 112.7 120.0 114.8 110.5 110.8 105.5 107.8 106.4 104.8 102.6 102.7 98.4 100.9 104.8 105.6 101.9 102.0 104.7 107.4 100.8 103.9 101.1 104.5 Accident Fund balance %

Accident Prevention Accident Prevention
Inspections (or Reports) # 4278 3290 Inspections (or Reports) #
Accident Invest'ns & Inquests # 472 Accident Invest'ns & Inquests #
Total Trained First-Aid Cert. Holders # 190 500 1383 2154 Total Trained First-Aid Cert. Holders #
First-Aid Certificates Issued (new & r # 192 771 First-Aid Certificates Issued (new & r #
Penalties & Prosecutions # 12 Penalties & Prosecutions #
Orders > 24 hrs (closure orders) # 1 0 0 2 0 1 0 1 3 5 7 4 Orders > 24 hrs (closure orders) #
Number of Inspectors # 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 2 3 3 4 5 6 9 Number of Inspectors #

Safety Inspectors # 1 1 1 1 2 3 3 4 5 6 9 Safety Inspectors #

Compensation Compensation
Injuries Reported # 000's 12.68 22.50 18.19 20.91 16.88 19.65 24.18 25.57 27.56 30.37 30.07 32.79 36.75 33.29 25.88 19.10 18.27 22.35 26.28 29.68 35.01 31.50 33.17 38.49 46.50 65.48 Injuries Reported # 000's

Fatal Injuries Reported # 217 240 277 216 162 169 268 246 213 198 219 251 253 277 125 106 97 116 146 168 181 159 176 192 200 212 Fatal Injuries Reported #
Claims Accepted Claims Accepted

Medical Aid only # 000's 0.33 13.99 15.01 17.51 16.19 16.95 19.20 24.11 Medical Aid only # 000's
Accepted Temporary Disability # 000's 5.48 8.84 9.24 11.17 9.38 9.79 12.37 13.54 14.25 15.70 15.91 16.67 19.05 16.72 12.71 9.07 7.58 9.43 11.29 13.55 16.43 14.03 14.92 17.84 20.89 28.48 Accepted Temporary Disability # 000's
Accepted Permanent Disability # 000's 0.42 0.49 0.54 0.50 0.47 0.55 0.56 0.67 0.72 0.82 0.78 0.89 0.94 0.76 0.65 0.50 0.45 0.61 0.66 0.59 0.75 0.74 0.75 0.79 0.90 Accepted Permanent Disability # 000's
Accepted Permanent Disability # 415 487 537 500 473 545 563 671 718 822 782 893 940 756 651 502 451 607 657 594 754 735 748 785 901 Accepted Permanent Disability #
Fatal Claims Accepted # 152 140 162 134 134 220 191 168 167 180 176 207 241 109 83 90 102 129 132 151 139 132 165 171 194 Fatal Claims Accepted #

Total # of Claims # 000's 5 10 10 12 10 10 13 14 15 17 17 18 20 18 14 10 8 10 26 29 35 31 33 38 46 30 Total # of Claims # 000's

Medical Aid (all claims) $000,000's 0.08 0.25 0.29 0.40 0.43 0.46 0.51 0.60 0.62 0.68 0.64 0.69 0.75 0.77 0.57 0.45 0.37 0.41 0.51 0.60 0.68 0.70 0.72 0.83 0.94 1.14 Medical Aid (all claims) $000,000's
Compensation - Temporary Disability $000,000's 0.21 0.46 0.54 0.72 0.63 0.57 0.77 0.92 1.05 1.19 1.24 1.35 1.65 1.56 1.21 0.98 0.56 0.59 0.83 1.02 1.30 1.00 1.15 1.64 2.01 2.69 Compensation - Temporary Disability $000,000's
Compensation - Permanent Disabilit $000,000's 0.20 0.23 0.37 0.48 0.51 0.52 0.63 0.81 0.88 0.90 0.89 1.11 1.11 0.87 0.85 0.63 0.48 0.62 0.79 1.00 1.32 1.53 1.29 1.47 2.08 Compensation - Permanent Disabilit $000,000's
Pensions - Fatal Claims $000,000's 0.40 0.48 0.48 0.57 0.52 0.78 0.72 0.59 0.55 0.56 0.65 0.69 0.73 0.37 0.34 0.26 0.37 0.48 0.52 0.44 0.54 0.52 0.59 0.79 0.73 Pensions - Fatal Claims $000,000's

Total Claim Costs $000,000's 0.85 1.31 1.54 1.97 2.11 2.06 2.58 2.88 3.06 3.29 3.34 3.58 4.21 4.18 3.02 2.62 1.82 1.84 2.43 2.93 3.42 3.56 3.92 4.35 5.20 6.62 Total Claim Costs $000,000's

Pension Beneficiaries Pension Beneficiaries
Workers # 480 587 708 832 951 1106 1277 1504 1732 1902 1988 1894 1804 1823 1841 1987 2130 2305 2524 2814 2889 Workers #
Widows # 491 578 566 567 631 580 697 688 802 818 793 840 832 879 908 960 981 1054 1061 1086 1129 Widows #
Children # 850 757 1003 1063 972 1116 993 1151 1074 944 899 885 883 872 858 842 860 726 685 730 Children #
Others # 131 156 178 180 187 201 224 219 194 193 170 173 158 162 177 184 179 184 194 Others #

Total Beneficiaries # 1821 1165 2162 2558 2823 2838 3277 3386 3909 4013 3919 3826 3691 3758 3779 3967 4130 4403 4490 4769 4942 Total Beneficiaries #
Benefit Rates Benefit Rates

Injured Workmen: Injured Workmen:
Total Disability Pension % 55 55 55 55 55 55 62.5 62.5 62.5 62.5 62.5 62.5 62.5 62.5 62.5 62.5 62.5 62.5 62.5 62.5 62.5 62.5 66.66 66.66 66.66 66.66 Total Disability Pension %
Waiting Period [days] 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 14 14 14 14 14 14 14 14 14 14 14 14 14 14 14 14 14 Waiting Period [days]
Maximum Annual Earnings $ 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 Maximum Annual Earnings $
Maximum Payment $ 92 92 92 92 92 92 104 104 104 104 104 104 104 104 104 104 104 104 104 104 104 104 111 111 111 111 Maximum Payment $
Minimum Payment $ 22 22 22 22 22 22 22 22 22 22 22 22 22 22 22 22 22 22 43 43 43 43 43 43 43 43 Minimum Payment $

Widows: Widows:
Pension $ 20 20 20 35 35 35 35 35 35 35 35 35 35 35 35 35 35 35 35 35 35 35 40 40 40 40 Pension $
Initial lump sum payment $ Initial lump sum payment $
Remarriage allowance 2 years of current pension Remarriage allowance

Maximum or Fixed amount $ 480 480 480 480 480 480 480 480 480 480 480 480 480 480 480 480 480 480 480 480 480 480 480 Maximum or Fixed amount $
Children under 16 yrs $ 5 5 5 7.5 7.5 7.5 7.5 7.5 7.5 7.5 7.5 7.5 7.5 7.5 7.5 7.5 7.5 7.5 7.5 7.5 7.5 7.5 7.5 7.5 7.5 7.5 Children under 16 yrs $
Children <16 yrs, no Widow $ 10 10 10 12.5 12.5 12.5 12.5 12.5 12.5 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 Children <16 yrs, no Widow $
Maximum for nuclear Family $ 40 40 40 65 65 65 65 65 65 65 65 65 65 65 65 65 65 65 65 65 65 65 70 70 70 70 Max for nuclear Family $
Foster Mothers $ 35 35 35 35 35 35 35 35 35 35 35 35 35 40 40 40 40 Foster Mothers $
Parents or Others: Parents or Others:

Maximum monthly $ 20 20 20 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 Maximum monthly $
Maximum Total as a group $ 30 30 30 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 Maximum Total as a group $

Funeral $ 75 75 75 75 75 75 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 125 125 125 125 Funeral $
Industrial Diseases Industrial Diseases

Recognized Industrial Diseases Recognized Industrial Diseases
Listed in W.C. Act # 6 6 6 6 6 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 Listed in W.C. Act #
Regulation by WCB # 0 2 3 5 5 6 7 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 9 9 11 13 14 15 23 Regulation by WCB #

Total Diseases & Conditions # 6 8 9 11 11 13 14 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 18 18 20 22 23 24 32 Total Diseases & Conditions #

Assessments Assessments
$ 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000 $

Assessment Rates: Assessment Rates:
Highest % 20 Highest %
Average Payroll Assessment % 1.84 2.01 2.29 1.82 1.88 1.89 1.86 2.00 2.32 2.61 2.36 2.49 2.41 Average Payroll Assessment %

Assessment % 2.12 1.28 1.41 1.88 2.21 1.68 1.93 1.73 1.92 2.14 2.17 2.37 2.45 1.98 2.04 2.08 2.03 2.18 2.49 2.78 2.54 2.65 2.68 2.68 2.93 Calculated Average %

Internal Environment Internal Environment
Staff Levels - Administration # 44 72 100 121 Staff Levels - Administration #
Staff Levels - All (includes Clinic) # 146 Staff Levels - All (includes Clinic) #
Payroll $000's 33.00 62.14 71.91 77.20 79.79 75.98 75.07 80.28 83.03 85.02 85.73 87.62 93.76 99.16 108.05 109.23 96.61 97.85 101.88 115.73 127.47 139.73 145.14 148.71 169.40 218.64 Payroll $000's
Operations (Admin) Cost $000's 48.3 64.7 70.7 81.8 82.7 71.5 79.5 79.5 77.9 83.8 84.2 85.9 92.1 92.4 96.9 102.9 86.7 86.3 125.0 144.3 152.5 173.9 178.4 203.4 403.8 382.8 Operations (Admin) Cost $000's

Admin as a % of Total Income % 4.64 2.70 4.20 3.66 3.27 2.39 2.92 2.44 2.54 2.35 2.09 2.01 1.91 1.96 3.04 3.83 3.40 2.86 3.67 3.39 2.87 3.60 3.44 3.08 5.65 3.61 Admin as a % of Total Income %
Assessment Premiums & Penalties $000,000's 2.37 1.63 2.16 2.45 2.88 2.58 3.00 2.85 3.31 3.74 3.99 4.50 4.33 2.79 2.26 2.13 2.36 2.88 3.71 4.78 4.22 4.63 5.25 6.48 9.57 Assessment Premiums & Penalties $000,000's

Total Income $000,000's 1.04 2.40 1.68 2.23 2.53 2.99 2.72 3.25 3.07 3.57 4.02 4.28 4.83 4.72 3.18 2.69 2.55 3.02 3.40 4.25 5.32 4.83 5.19 6.61 7.14 10.60 Total Income $000,000's

Where figures might change during the year the one prevailing for the longest time is used. If equal, figure is as of December of the year. This background colour indicates data is not available for that year.
Source for all figures, WCB Annual Reports, unless otherwise noted

Maximum Assessable Annual Wage

Statistic Statistic

Maximum Assessable Annual 

Farm workers, office and 
clerical workers are allowed 
to be covered on request.

An aunt, sister or other suitable person 
may keep up an existing household, 
maintain the children and receive the 
same compensation as a widow, 
during the period that the children's 
pension is payable.

Payable from date of disability if 
disabled more than 14 days. 
Shorter disablement still paid after 
3 days.
   Source: Tysoe Report on the 
WCB , 1966, p. 198.

All claim counts are by 
the year they were first 
paid, rather than when 
the injury occurred.

Figures for both Permanent 
Disability and Fatal Claims 
include reserves set aside for 
future pension payments.

These figures are all reported 
fatalities in the current year, plus 
deaths resulting from injuries in 
previous years.

Figure is as of Dec 
31 that year.
  Source: Statistics 
Dept, manager.

Source: Statistics Canada.

   1): Figures from prior years have been adjusted where necessary to 
put them on a comparable basis to current figures.  For example, 
deaths from silicosis pensioners were added to the (Annual Report) 
Table A total for the years in which they were not included as part of 
the Table A Fatal total.  For the years 1918 to 1937, fatalities with 
burial-awards-only were added to the Table A fatal total because the 
total excluded those deaths in those years.
   2):  These figures are not adjusted for historical changes in industry 
coverage.

Payment of all medical 
expenses, whether time 
was lost from work or not.

Compensation now paid 
from the day of disability 
if the disability lasts 
more than 14 days.

Years 1935 to 1940.
Source: Sloan Report on 
the WCB , 1942, p. 107.

Years 1928 to 1940.
  Source: Sloan Report on 
the WCB , 1942, p. 64.

1917 to 1951
   Source: Sloan Report on the W.C.B ; 1952, p. 
168.
   Also verified and filled from The Act and various 
ammendents  (library # HD 7816 / C26 / W6864, 
copy in the Policy Bureau library).

Covers only the 
first 4 children.

The days counted are calendar 
days, due to a change in how the 
WCB calculates wages for wage 
loss cheques.

Actual work days lost.
   Source: Sloan Report 
on the WCB , 1952, p. 
173

Regardless of length 
of disability.

Inspectors under the "Boiler 
Inspection Act" and "Electrical 
Energy Inspection Act" now 
report directly to the WCB.

No active inspectors employed by WCB, other than Chief 
Inspector Gilmour.
   Inspectors under the "Factories Act", "Boilers Inspection 
Act" and "Mineral Act" are required to submit reports to 
WCB of all accidents, and are authorized by their 
departments to take instruction from the WCB.
   Source: First Annual Report of the WCB of BC , 1917.

Source for counts 1917-
1951:
Sloan Report on the W.C.B. , 
1952, p. 275. 
(Names also given)

Figures estimated from graph (except 1946, 47 & 49).
   Source: Sloan Report on the WCB , 1952, p. 255.
   NOTE: when work by non-WCB inspectors is included 
the total number of inspections comes to 10,013.
   Source: Annual Report of the WCB , 1942, p. 4.

Years 1931 to 1950.
   Source: Sloan Report on 
the WCB , 1952, p. 276.

The first 2 Inspectors hired by 
the WCB are devoted entirely 
to the lumber industry.
   Source: Annual Report(s) of 
the WCB , 1935 & 1936.

Not included are Inspectors 
under other Acts, who do make 
reports to the WCB:
directly administered; Boiler - 7, 
Electrical - 4,
co-operating; Factories - 2, 
Railways - 3,  Mines - count n/a.Penalties assessed for infractions of 

both Safety Regulations and First Aid 
Regulations ().
   Source: Sloan Report , 1952, p 316.

Each item counted 
comprises a named disease 
or condition AND a specific 
process or industry.

Silicosis added as 
compensable disease.
Requires minimum 5 years 
exposure in mines.

Source: the Act  and various ammendents 
(library # HD 7816 / C26 / W6864, copy in 
the Policy Bureau library).

Years 1917 to 1940, calculated 
totals match Sloan Report on 
the WCB , 1942, p. 16.

Source: Policy & Regulation 
Development Bureau, 
analysis paper.

The Act  s. 16(1).

The Act  s. 18(1).

Years 1917 - 1966 
benefits verified.
   Source: WCB of BC 
News Bulletin , Nov 1966.

Rehabilitation (physiotherapy) 
clinic opened Oct 1, 1942.
   Motion to start the clinic 
passed and Minuted by the 
Board March 5, 1941.

The interviewee notes that no layoffs took place during the Great 
Depression (1929 to 1937).
   Source: Historical Records;  W.C.B. of B.C; Interview with Leonard M. 
McLennan, Director of Claims Advisory Service 1929-1973, 1-1 p. 6.
   Confirmed in Intercomp  v.5 #3 March-April 1973.

This figure includes all days lost in the 
year due to claims from all years.
   Time charges for fatalities and 
permanent disability are not included.
   Injuries involving time loss of 3 days 
or less are not counted until 1972.

53 "Relief Camps" open in B.C. 
None of the young single males 
are covered by Workmens 
Compensation (91 other camps 
across Canada are the same).

Federal government introduces:  
the 8-hour day; 6-day work 
week; minimum wage; and 
unemployment insurance.

The number of firms is decreasing due to 
World War II. Small firms temporarily 
suspend business and merge their 
operations with large firms to more 
efficiently support war production.

1921 to 1942, statistic is number 
of days paid for claims which 
were first paid in that year.
Source: WCB Annual Report , 
Table B2, current year.

Source: Sloan Report on 
the WCB , 1942, p. DD 20.

Years 1935-1941.
   The number of claims rejected 
is given, so the number of Medical 
Only claims can be calculated.
   Source: Sloan Report on the 
WCB , 1942, p. DD 20, in table.

Staff counts are as of year end, until 1943.
   Source: First Annual Report of the WCB of 
BC , 1917, p. K29 and Minutes of the WCB ,  
December 21, 1917

Source: 50 Years of Service; 1917 -
1967 , Workmen's Compensation 
Board of British Columbia, 1967.

Years 1917 to 1945.
   Deduct 25% (the amount charged 
to Medical Aid) to match figures 
reported in annual reports.
   Source: Minutes of the WCB.

Years 1942 - 1953.
   Average head count based on 
counts of pay vouchers, both 
Administration and Rehabilitation 
Clinic.
   Source: Minutes of the WCB .

Staff paid a 10% bonus at year end 
for over-time work during the year.
   Source: Minutes of the WCB , 
December 21, 1917

Percent of Gross Annual 
Earnings that will be 
paid as pension.

Employee superannuation fund 
established for payment of pensions on 
retirement. This figure includes past-
service payments to the fund.
   Motion to establish the fund passed 
and Minuted November 5, 1940.

The 10% bonus at Christmas, in 
lieu of overtime pay, was not paid 
in 1931, 1932 or 1933.
   Source: Minutes of the WCB , 
December each year.

   All pensions are given 
in monthly amounts.

Experience Rating system 
begins.
Selected industries only.

Note: These figures are 
NOT adjusted for changes 
in industry coverage and 
changes in waiting periods.

Source: Statistics Canada, Series 
D512-521, Total work force, by 
province and sex , census years, 
1911 to 1971.

Research conducted 2002 and 2003


